NO, 6850 P, in 


OCT, 26.2000 2:1 3PM 


Page 61 

citation Search Result RankCR) 21 of 32 Database 

10/22/00 SUNSTARTM A;3 ■ JUTNEWS 

10/22/00 Sunday Star-Times A;3 
2000 WL 2S033S33 


Sunday Star-Times 
Copyright 2000 

Sunday, October 22. 2000 
NEWS 

Nicotine tests to protect bar staff 
MALING, Nicholas 

OCCUPATIONAL Safety and Health. (Osh)' is proposing chemical tests 
to monitor nicotine levels and protect staff in smcky workplaces such 
as bars. 

And anti-smoking group Ash is investigating making the tests 
available to the public so people can test themselves in the battle 
against passive smoking- 

Research has foxmd passive smoking is killing 3 88 noal-smoking New 
Zealanders a year, including 5 0 babies. It is now placed ahead of sun 
exposure as the worst environmental killer. 

The tests being considered look for cotinine, a byproduct of 
nicotine, and require only hair or saliva samples. They axe 
frequently used In research into the effects of passive siBokizig. 

Secondhand smoke is a "significant hazard", particularly in bars 
and cafes, which employers must identify and control under the Health 
and Safety in Employment Act, says new Osh policy. 

And in the accorr^anying operating procedures, Osh has included the 
testa as one option inspectors can suggest to employers as a way to 
monitor staff's exposure to tobacco smoke. 

Osh has been criticised for doing little to incorporate the risks 
of passive smoking into its workplace policy, preferring to leave the 
job to officers working under the Smokefree Enviz-onnent:'s Act, from 
which bars are exempt. 

But Osh denies this is the case and says its new policy clarifies 
existing practices in response to publicity. 

As well as nicotine tests, inspectors can recommend employers: bein 
smoking; create separate rooms for smokers; ventilation; rotate staff 
in and out of smokefree areas; and provide respiratory questionnaires 
for staff to monitor their health. 

It is unclear, however, how tough Osh is going to get on passive 
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The.procedures and policy do not detail when employers are doing 
enough to protect employees and when they are not. 

It says that there is no workplace exposure standard applicable to 
smoking. 

Osh spokesman Justin Brownlee said Osh inspectors would judge for 
themselves what amounted to a breach of health and safety in each 
worker's situation. 

Health Minister Annette King hae suggested a ban on smoking in 
restaurants and bars, which would make Osh'S policy irrelevant. But 
it appears that the ban is likely to be watered down, probably to the 
point where bars and restaurants will simply have to make a major 
part of any premises a smokefree area. 

Hospitality Association chief executive Bruce Robertson said Osh 
had not been vigorous in policing tobacco smoke in workplaces* But 
the industry was already doing a lot to minimise passive smoking. 

“I think the approach the industry believes is the appropriate one 
is through ventilation. 

"We have some question marks as to the appropriateness of cotinine 
tests and how they would be applied in the workplace, recognising 
that bars are exempt from the Smokefree Eavironments Act. " 

Testing' staff and measuring their exposure was problematic because 
this did not take into account their exposure in other environments, 
such as a partner who sniioked at home, he said. 

But Ash executive director Trish Fraser said non-smokers deserved 
to know the level of their exposure to tobacco smoke. 

The organisation was investigating offering cotinine testing. It 
was talking to a laboratory about the idea and would be approaching 
health officials seeking public funding. 

"You can go and get your cholesterol tested, why shouldn't people 
who are e^^osed to secondhand smoke be able to see how that is 
affacting■their health," she said. 

A study funded by the Health Ministry is under way in Wellington 
testing bar workers to determine their exposure to the chemicals in 
tobacco. ' 
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